
Summer Information—Pre-AP English 2—Wylie East High School 
 

The Pre-AP English 2 class is a challenging yet engaging course designed to prepare students for success in the AP 
English courses during junior and senior years. Therefore, to succeed in the Pre-AP program, students must be 
highly motivated, learn to prioritize time, become proficient readers, and have parental support.  

 
Summer Work 

1. If you want to reduce your workload in the first three weeks of the school year, you are welcome to use the 
summer to begin reading the first book that will be assigned and tested in class: Fahrenheit 451 by Ray 
Bradbury. We have included suggestions for annotating a text below. Since the character development in this 
dystopian novel is complex, we understand it can be a bit daunting to understand until you get a “feel” for the 
book. Therefore, we encourage students to use various resources to make the book more accessible. Please 
understand: these resources cannot function as a substitute for reading, but can complement the reading to 
assist in a student’s understanding of the work. These resources might include any of the film versions of this 
book or study-guide websites like shmoop.com or gradesaver.com. We suggest you read a chapter, then check 
resources to enhance understanding before reading the next chapter.  

2. Develop your vocabulary. It doesn’t really matter if you use a vocabulary prep book, study lists of tone words 
you’ve gotten from other teachers in school, or even google “top SAT words” or “vocabulary for high school 
students to know”. Just learn more words. Use precise words in your conversations. The more diverse 
vocabulary you have, the easier it will be to understand what you read and write what you mean. Vocabulary 
matters. Ask a junior or a senior if you don’t believe us.  

3. Begin keeping up with public discourse (what’s going on in the world). This means you should actually 
watch, listen to, or read the news every once in a while, instead of changing the channel or swiping past it.  

4. We encourage you to continue to increase the breadth of your literary foundation—the “library in your head” 
which you use to create understanding and connections in your education. To this end, we want to encourage 
students to just read. Read what you want to read. Read books that are interesting and engaging, regardless of 
genre or subject. Come prepared to share your summer list of independent reading. 

 
Contact Information 

Kristy Raymond: kristy.raymond@wylieisd.net 
Lauren Stevenson: lauren.stevenson@wylieisd.net 
 
We look forward to seeing you in the fall! 

 
How to annotate your reading 

You definitely do NOT need to take notes on every sentence, every paragraph, or even every page. We suggest 
the following: 
• Every 8-ish pages, write a brief phrase at the top of a page that summarizes what's been going on in those 

pages. That way, when you write an essay or discuss the book in class, and you think, "Oh, that was that 
one time when ...", you can simply scan through your summary phrases to help you quickly locate "that 
time". Of course, if something significant happens in fewer than (or more than) 8 pages, make a note—the 
number of pages is not as important as the change in plot/events.  

• If any particular literary elements jump off the page and demand your attention (such as foreshadowing, 
imagery, metaphor, etc.), make note of where they happen AND how it affected your attitude, emotions, or 
expectations of the passage. You may not know how to find all of the elements you’ve heard of—that’s 
OK! Find what you can; we will teach you the rest when school starts. After all, if you already knew how to 
do it all, you wouldn’t need to take this class. 

• Any time you have a strong emotional reaction to the book, try to figure out what the author did that helped 
create that emotional reaction. Was it the event itself? Was it the way she worded it or explained it? Was it 
the words she used? The length of the sentences? The punctuation? Was there a lot of dialogue? No 
dialogue? Lots of imagery/description or very little? Anything else? Mark the passage, label the emotion 
you felt, and make notes about your guesses as to how the author created that reaction for you. Keep in 
mind: the only way to get this wrong is to not try. So go out on a limb and see what you find.  
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